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Introduction

Certainly, I am aware that numerous descriptions of Modbus can be found online and in technical
literature. As the oldest and most widely used industrial communication method, it serves as the
backbone of industrial connectivity. While newer, more sophisticated communication protocols have
emerged, Modbus remains prevalent. In fact, you might even encounter it on the first intergalactic
spacecraft.

Although this communication method is widespread and often underestimated, it can lead to
unexpected issues during commissioning, usually more negatively than positively. With over 25 years
of experience in automation programming, primarily with Simatic systems, I'm sharing my
observations. While the following is somewhat subjective, I hope many readers will have an „aha” or
facepalm moment, helping them resolve certain problems.

Modbus Fundamentals

Origin and basics of Modbus

Modbus originated in 1979 and was created by Modicon (now part of Schneider Electric). During this
period, industrial automation moved from relay-based systems to digital logic. As the pioneer of the
first Programmable Logic Controller (PLC) a decade earlier, Modicon developed Modbus to facilitate
communication among these controllers and with external devices via serial lines. The protocol
features a straightforward query-response model, in which a “master” (client) initiates communication
with one or more “slaves” (servers) to transfer data.

The protocol's emergence as a worldwide industry standard was fueled by several key factors:

Open and Royalty-Free: Since its inception, Modicon has made the protocol available as an
open standard, enabling any manufacturer to implement it without licensing costs.
Technical Simplicity: Its minimal processing requirements and simple message format
facilitated its adoption by hundreds of vendors for applications ranging from sensors to motor
controllers.
Adaptability: Initially designed for serial interfaces such as RS-232 and RS-485, the protocol
has evolved to meet industry needs. In 1999, Modbus TCP was introduced, allowing the original
protocol to operate over modern Ethernet and TCP/IP networks.

In 2004, Schneider Electric officially transferred the rights to the Modbus Organization, an
independent nonprofit that continues to manage and promote it as a public domain standard. Today,
it is often called the “grandfather of industrial networking” due to its continued widespread use in
both legacy factories and modern IoT systems.

https://www.modbus.org/
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Core application areas of Modbus
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